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I can’t 
control 
this feeling! 
The emotions é 
overflowing! i 
” 


b—IN Uy, 
Lim 
a ke 5, 






the time to 
turn them 
into power, 
to unleash 
them for the 
sake of the 
world! 









Go, go, 
Blade 
Braver!! 







Spar- 

kling 
friends 
to fight || 
with 
you!! 














Defeat! 
Defeat! 
Defeat 
the evil 
enemy! 
Defeat! 
Defeat! 
Punch, 
punch, 
punch! 
Defeat! 
Defeat! 
Kick their 
asses! 
Cut! Cut! 
Cut them 
to pieces!! 
Oh yes!! 





























Combine 
your might! 
Slice, 
slice! 
Thrust, 
thrust! 
Erase 
them from 
existence! 
Unleash 
the power 
of friend- 
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r 
LIKE THIS 
OUTFIT. 


HUH? YOU 
Realy want \C— suRE! Hele LIKE GOING 
ME TAGGING VO SHOPPING ON 
ALONG DURING HEE! saturday, 
YOUR DATE? CD) DAN-KUN? 


T’S USUALLY 
JUST THE 

Two OF US! 
SOMETIMES 


I'VE BEEN 
WANTING A 


NEW BAG, 
PERSONALLY. || BAH!) Ss 











WE'RE GONNA 
TAKE A TRAIN 
RIDE TO GO 
SHOPPING!! 


A SHOPPING 

TRIP WITH 

THE WHOLE 
'? 



















































































EXCITING 
AND NOVEL 
AS IT WAS 
NOVEL AND 


EXCITING. 








«+ TILLING 
THE FIELDS 


“ni 


yn 








COME 
ON, KIDS, 
PLAY NICE. 





SATORI, I CBE You 

WANT YOU 

TO EAT MY 

CHICKEN Y 

NUGGETS. k 100. 
: my 
>» NY «(ag 

wa 








by » 

WONDERFUL, 
KINDHEARTED 

-YPEOPLE... 








MY 
HANDS 


EMPTY, 
MIYAZAKI- 
SAN. I'LL 

CARRY 

THEM!! 
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TouRIST souvENe & 
c= i AS as 
Roe. ‘ 2 a ; 
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SHE JUST 
MARCHED 
RIGHT OFF 
} WITHOUT A 
WORD. 


I GUESS 
IT WAS A 


SCHOOL 
FIELD TRIP. 


I WONDER 
WHO SHE 
WAG... 





GHOINTD, 
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THIS GIRL 
MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
FATED TO 


RUN INTO 
TAMAKI. 


SHE MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
AN EXPERT 
KENDO 
COMPETI- 
TOR. 


I ONCE READ 
IN A BOOK THAT 
“THE POWERFUL 
KENDOKA ATTRACTS 
ALIKE, AS IF BY 
THE FORCE OF 
GRAVITY.” 








pti DON 

IT'S THE, D(CU- FEEL LIKE 
fins Vous! FACING OFF 
FUNDA GLOLIES, “AGAINST 
RULE OF 9 

SPORTS 

MANGAI! 


ee UE 


S — 
ARMOR CR-L}: MIA, SAYA, AZU, CHIBA 





LABEL: MUROE HIGH - KAWAZOE 


ei 





«.. THEY'RE 
BOUND TO 
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TRUE 

YOU'RE THE aT 

FUNNIEST ALL! 
ID MOST 





SEE YOU | 


LATER! {i 


DIFFICULT 
RIVAL THAT SHE HAS 
SHE 1S AN 
FATED TO ENEMY... 
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KIEEEE!! F 








TOURYULI 
ACADEMY, 
SECOND- 
YEAR, AGE 
SIXTEEN 











IF THEIR 

| MEETING WAS 
NOT SIMPLE 

& (GoIncivence.. 






IT'S 
ONLY 
NATURAL, 

















THE 


PRELIMI- LARGEST 

NARIES, KENDO 

SO ANY MEET 
SCHOOL IN HELD 


JAPAN CAN ON THE 
ON en ISLAND OF 
KYUSHU. 











a ‘ 
+ THEN yi r 


souno To ees wt 
FACE OFF 


= a IF THEIR 
ee tas MEETING WAS 
4 ee a MOTGINPLE 
é EA , ‘orsune 
ATSOME sf ee 
POINT, 
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ey 
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CHAPTER COm— 








YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
JOIN ME IN 





om wh “ri |} 
x “]] 


yi 
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"WE'LL KEEP 
FIGHTING YOU 
AS LONG AS 










A QUICK NOTE OF 
EXPLANATION!! 


Lw7 
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OTHE: 

























THE STORY 
WAS DEEP AND 
ENGROSSING, 
ENJOYABLE 
NOT JUST TO 
CHILDREN BUT 


THE REALISM OF EVEN ADULTS. 


THE HISTORY THE WEAPONS 
OF THE UTILIZED IN/THE 


SERIES. SERIES. THEY THAN THE ‘ 
CHILDREN. 438 ‘ 
i {oe 
x Ni 


REAL SWORDS, 7] 
sou f HIGHLIGHTED BY 
\ THE | MEGASTAR, 

| TOSHINORI OHTA, 
WHO TYPICALLY 


Bocomy 
Val 
ONLY APPEARED 


¥ /N' PRIME-TIME — 
‘ RAMAS. 


THE CAST WAS 











7. BATTLEMEN 
OF THE SERIES) 2. SUPER MASK _ 
1S SO LONG, THAT, 3, BATTLE RANGERS . al 
4. LION MAS ; 





WITH CHILDREN OF 
THEIR. OWN, WITH 


. ee 2 SEXUAL TH THR EM 

L THis 1s were ir cers siverraceeo |) 13, BA TILE: THUNDERS 

\ A 14, JET R RANGERS \ 
FIRST TEAM CONSISTING OF ALL rey 16. FANCY FIVE 


GIRLS. MASSIVE FAILURE \ 


| 
= <= «16. BATTLE GREEN TEA 


TOTALLY LOST SIGHT OF THE POINT 7 77. SHIODOME LUNCH-KUN, 
72. MASKED TIGER \ 

















































\ [ REGAINING MOMENTUM | MOMENTUM os 12. FINAL RANGERS \ 


(mice wr|®> 20, BLADE BRAVER 
21. MEGA STRONGER“ 
[ps ene rane sortie (22. JEWEL MASK /” 


STOPPED WATCHING 













SECOND 
GOLDEN 
Y AGE 









23. SKY RANGERS 
74. ULTRA GALAXY, 

| STARTED USING YOUNG, ; ma 

ATIRACTIVE ACTORS |) 26. DRAGON, RANGERS) 


AROUND THIS POINT 












_ 29. 
© 80, BLACK DURAN 
= 31. COSMO 13 
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SENSEI! 
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I WANT 
EVERYONE 


SHE'S 
SOFTENED 
uP A BIT, I 
SUPPOSE... 







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SHE 
MIGHT 


HAVE 
SOFTENED 


uPA 


TSUBAKI- 
SAN... 
















































































INTER- 
HIGH! 
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ALL THAT'S 


IMPORTANT... 





Tr 


HER 
NAME WAS 
TSUBAKI 
YAMAZAKI... 
BUT HER 
NAME IS NOT 
IMPORTANT. 


SHE WAS 
$0 GOOD 
AT KENDO, 
EVEN THE 
BOYS 
COULDN'T 
BEAT HER. 


V—- 


BUT SHE ONLY 
GOT FURTHER 
AND FURTHER 
AHEAD! CAN 
YOU IMAGINE, 


MY LIFE 
DEPENDED 


FATHER... 
IF ONLY 
YOUR 
FATHER 
HAD THAT 
SKILL AT 
YOU SEE, {| KENDO... 
URA... ff 
WHEN 
I WAS 
IN HIGH 
SCHOOL, 
I LIKED A 
GIRL ON 
THE KENDO 


BUT BEING 
INFERIOR, I 
HADN'T THE 


IF ONLY 
I COULD 
HAVE 
BESTED 
HER...IF 
ONLY I'D 
HAD THE GREAT, 
SKILL, I — 
woutp San’ 
HAVE ON — 
REVEALED He0S< 
MY LOVE! “Up's, 
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THE ENTIRE 
TOURNAMENT. 








zl a ab L es 
TOURYLUL ACADEMY Hh 
RE MCE 


HE KEEPS 
SAYING THE 





ULD 
YOU PLEASE 
2] JUST COME 
TO PRACTICE, 


5 Guy 
/ CéLurees 
3 


SENSEI? 


MY FRIEND 
PRESIDENT 


ELITE CLUB 
TOO. THEY 
APPEARED IN 

NATIONAL 
COMPETITION. 





TALENT AT 
THE DROP 


STUDENTS 
SLACKING 
OFF OR 
CUTTING 
BACK TO 
FOCUS ON 
STUDYING 


PLUS, SHE 
WAS IN THE 
CLUB HER 
FIRST YEAR 


SENSIBLE 
ANSWER! 
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Ml 
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I MEAN, 
} YOU'RE 
WEARING SOME 
STINKY MASK 
WITH A BIG 
} BLOCKY SUIT, 
] SWINGING 


ny) 
\t 
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MUROE HIGH 
AAA | ae 








IN MIDDLE 


SCHOOL, SHE 
Ss WAS THE BEST IN 
? JAPAN—WHETHER 
INDIVIDUAL OR 


ACADEMY 


. S ; TOURYUU 
A > 
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SY, 





THAT 
MEANS SHE 
WAS ONLY IN 


Tn 


Al 


AT 


A\ 


GOING TO 
NATIONAL 


I 
THE 
\\ CHAMPIONSHIP. 





AND EVEN 
IN INDIVIDUAL |] WE'RE 
COMPETITION... NOT GOING 
NATIONAL IN 
THE TEAM 
CATEGORY. 





TO HAVE 
THAT. E 4 | 
| 

ie, 


4 iS: 


aa) 








WAY 


wh 
iN 
WX 
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AND DON’T FALL! 

YOU SLIPPED AND 
BONKED YOUR 

jms = HEAD WHILE WE 

















AND BACK 

7O KYUSHU: \i 
TOURYUL 
ACADEMY 






































MACHIDO PRIVATE 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 








ISO 2 | 


HISO ED (WwiisPeny, 





BO Set 





RIVING 
SAFelyH! Cqpeer IN th 








=| 
Pt a 
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\ \ \ 
\ \ \ x 
| | 
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KOYIRO, AND 


=. 





a es 
4 Honore 


z RENT PLUS 


UTILITIES: 
70,000 YEN. 





“] ¥, 





YEAR-OLD [o 
= 2 BUILDING, 


ad ed 
a me te Ee, 














BUT STILL, 


we | «I'VE GOT 
UNTIL THE @) NOWHERE 
CONTRACT 10 GO... 
RENEWAL. 

















PAINFULLY 
SLOW 


WATER 
HEATER. 
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I SNUCK 
IN EARLIER. 
YOU DIDN'T 









WANTED 
TO SHARE 

A FEW \ 
DRINKS. /\ 





QUIT 
SCARFIN’ 
DOWN 
ALL THE 


AND ONE \ HEN TOL 
phn Nt PEIN WHEN T TOLD 
ESN \ a} you I WAS 
SCHOOL. | ; JUGGLING TWO 
SCHOOLS? 


NOW 
: 

IVE GOT = WITH MACHIDO 
AN Issue HIGH, THE ONE 
ITH TH WE SET UP 

SY THAT PRACTICE 
ONE. ; MATCH WITH. 


IT's 
GOT SOME 


I’M NOT 
LOOKIN’ A 
FREE FOOD 
HORSE 
IN THE 
MOUTH OR 
ANYTHING, 
BUT IT'D ( ( 
BE NICE IF 
HE PASSED 
OUT AND 
LET ME 
GET SOME 
SLEEP 


SENPAI, IT’S 
ALWAYS SOT 
CAN EITHER 
LISTEN TO 
HIM BRAG 
OR LISTEN 
TO HIM 
yy COMPLAIN. 


SFX: MOGU (MUNCH) MOGL 








DISCIPLINE 
PROBLEMS, 
LEMME TELL 


VES, SIR! (Ade 
'D BE 





HAPPY 
To, SIR! 


AUTATATATA 
enurrte? 
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ik \\\W\ ANY 
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ti, 


(( 


Yi] /1 


COUPLE OF 
THE BOYS 
SMASHED UP 


HAVE TO GET 
DRAGGED 
IN BEFORE | 
THE POLICE 





AND THE 
KENDO 
TEAM IS 
THE WORST 
OF THE REGION! 
BUNCH!! 


\S 


IG (MUNCH) MOGL 





Try the 


new taste 
sensation: 














You KNOW 
WHAT TH a 
7) CALLED ME || Rrene” (flax, 
STE \ THE OTHER eS): 
lag 17m \ DAY? THEY A 
TWENTIES! ( SAID I WAS 


yh on 


a 
Cw 
Ss 


AN; } A A WK 
a Asan cl 





QUAD, os" (TEMPORARY, TITLE) 


Ne uroencers cent ofl 





OH, 
ACTUALLY, 
J | "VE ALREADY 
| GOT A TEAM 
OF FIVE. 


Y 
o 
U 
s 
fi 
o 
U 
L 
DB 
A 
T 
o 
L 
DB 
© 


oo 
o-_ 


) I'VE BEEN 
WAITING FOR 
THIS! YOU 
SHOULDA 
TOLD ME!!! 


(THUNK) GAKKLIN 





AND YOU 

AND I ARE |\\ 

GONNA FACE 
OFF! 








WE'RE GONNA 
HAVE AN 
INDEPENDENT 
SHOWDOWN 
AFTER OUR 
PUPILS DUKE 
IT OuT! 








YOU READY 
FOR THIS, 


WAI 
YOU GOT HEAR ANY 
A DUTY COM- 
>) TO HEAR PLAINTS 
s| OUT YOUR COMIN’ 
EXALTED OUTTA 
SENPAI, you. 
PUNK. 


I WANT TO 
DO THIS AS 
SOON AS 
POSSIBLE. 


7V: SHOPPING NETWORK ¥2,980 (BEFORE TAX) 
NUTRIPOWER HOIMIN. HOIMIN 1S PACKED FULL OF 
NUTRIENTS THAT ARE ONLY FOLIND IN NATURAL 
HERBS IN TRACE AMOUNTS! 


















































«HE ALWAYS 








I'M 
READY 
TO GET 
SERIOUS 
AGAIN!! 















































SENPAAAI!/ 
YOU'RE 
LAAAATE/! 














Bangg 














SEE YOU 
TOMOR- |= 
ROW. 
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++ AND.SO. 














T=RES/STED 
=A:REMATCH: 
"BECAUSE, 
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AFRAID, = 
























































: WHO'D. HAVE 
oar\ FIGURED... 
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THINKING 


> vel 
cot To Weal 
: NY 
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+. AND NOW 

I HAVE NO 

IDEA WHERE 
I AM... 
















































































CAN'T I 
AT LEAST 
BEAT HIM 

| ONCE IN MY 
DREAMS? 


Y 
BEATING 
ME TOA 

PULP? 


you're 
50 WEAK, / 
SENSES 





a 
i; (LEAP? 









































RESPECT IS AFFORD TO 
THE ONLY LOOK LIKE 


CURRENCY § A CHUMP IN 
FRONT OF MY 
STUDENTS!! 


Ueeee9: 

CRAHHH) 

y= wt 
, 

















NOT BRINGING A 
SHINAI WITH ME. 








I SIMPLY 
HAD A 








sD WAS «AND WITH  ...UNCONTROLLABLE... THEY 
LOST AND NO MEANS BURST 
FRUSTRATED. 7O PROCESS FORTH... 
THEM... 


ONE 
LOOK 
AT THE 
RISING 


OLD, 
PASSIONATE 
THOUGHTS 
FLOODED INTO 
MY BRAIN 
UNCHECKED, 


HOW... 
COULD 
} I BUSY 
MYSELF 

WITH 
KENDO 
AND MY 
PUPILS 
EVERY 


SINGLE 











THE OLD FS 


ME BACK! XS 


























BSS GONNA Last 
Re 


SS ALL DAY AT 


To Your ALI | Tuls PACE, 
SSS SENGEI? 


——— 


——\ 


‘II 1 
in 
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/'\\ 
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)HURTS!! 


«MY ; UARHHHH* © ‘ ; ea 
& oy, y b 
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LAIN STTORVamE 
S)ANDIBEER 





SPEC 
ING 


SWI 













































BUT NOW 
TOMOKA'S 
GOING OFF 
oe ON A on 
ABOUT HO! 
Ore SHE CAN 
AND eave NEVER FOR- 
SHE'S GIVE AKKO, 
GONNA AND ON, 
BEAT 'EM 


-BiShill 
CSMACI 


Xe 





















LIKE, HOW 
STUPID CAN 
THIS GET? 
YOU'RE ALL 
GOING IN A BIG, 
DUMB CIRCLE {_/ 
FORNO yt, 
REASON! 4(\ 


WQSEMGE MEA Y 
SS \) LIKE, HUH? 
SQ rromner || oLveu,sone}\\) YOU REALLY 


i] 
i] 
| CAN'T FOLLOW G 
GENERATION } CAN'T FIGURE 
SS euTA || YOUNG PEOPLE }\\/ THE OUT ON 
COMPLETELY || PROBLEMS, YOUR OWN? 
H 
i 
i} 

















MUCH LESS 
DIFFERENT YOUNG GIRL WHAT DO I 


PROBLEMS. HAVE TO DO 
WITH IT? 


WORLD, SO | 
SHE TAKES THE || 
STORY AS A 
FANTASY. 


“5 $0 GOOD, 
Bes ear ¥, 


BESIDES, 
DAN-KUN 
ALREADY GOT 
SICK FROM 
LUNCH AND 





APPARENTLY, AMONG 
AKKO MADE THEM- 
A MOVE ON SELVES. 


WV 


LIKE DOING [7 
ANYTHING! {/ 





IT'S THE BOY'S 


de: 


ation 

Wg 

MY UNDER- 
CLASSMEN 

FROM MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ARE 
FIGHTING 







BUT, I MEAN, 


FAULT IN THE 
FIRST PLACE! / 
HAVE SOME aan 


PRINCIPLES, //A0// ) 
YOU SLoB! //p 


Xow B 


THEN THEY 
COME TO ME AND 
START WHINING 
ABOUT HOW 
THEY NEED ME 
TO REGULATE 
THE GIRLS 
AND REGAIN 
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‘NEED “ © WHICH 
TO TAKE oat = / Is WHY... 
SOME CS ay /) Pas 
SWINGS. “vy “ 

















HERS Ag ‘2 mia? | PN | | 


LEAVE. 
, fig ntl \ 
\ WBA 2 , 
V) I A Kay 
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MIYA-MIYA, 
YOU AREN'T 
DRAWING YOUR 


ty 
is 
1) 





LES’ 


web 

















I'M AFRAID 
YOUR SERVICE, <>. 
~~ ATOUR SCHOOL | | j 















CZ 
Ni Za 
HELPS YOU 
FORGET ALL 
THE BAD 
STUFF. 


HELPS wipe [—_ > 
YOU OUT... xs 
i On 
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TAMA-CHAN IS ALWAYS 
IN THE MIDST OF THE GROUP. 


THIS IS A STORY OF HER YOUNGER DAYS. (#0) 
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AND A LITTLE KERNEL OF 
“TRUTH” AS WELL... wm 
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\ 
IS 
HM AS 


iS See NW 
,\ 


| Y 





SHE LEDA 
VERY HAPPY 


LIFE, IE YOU 
TAKE OUT THE 
PACT THAT paenoe: 
SHE LEFT 
OUR MORTAL 
COIL WHILE 
SHE WAS 
STILL IN HER 
TWENTIES. 





IT WAS 
HER PRIDE 
AND JOY TO 
CARE FOR 
THAT LITTLE 











JUST SWING = 2 H 
IT HOWEVER j v TAKE YOUR 
YOU LIKE! | SHINAI AND 
« “ SWING IT! 
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BAMBOO BLADE 7 - END 


TRANSLATION NOTES 


Common Honorifics 

No honorific: Indicates familiarity or closeness; if used without permission or reason, addressing 
someone in this manner would constitute an insult. 

-san: The Japanese equivalent of Mr./Mrs./Miss. If a situation calls for politeness, this is the 
fail-safe honorific. 

-sama: Conveys great respect; may also indicate that the social status of the speaker is lower 
than that of the addressee. 

-kun: Used most often when referring to boys, this indicates affection or familiarity. Occasionally 
used by older men among their peers, but it may also be used by anyone referring to a person of 
lower standing. 

-chan: An affectionate honorific indicating familiarity used mostly in reference to girls; also used 
in reference to cute persons or animals of either gender. 

~senpai: A suffix used in addressing one’s upperclassmen. 

-sensei: A respectful term for teachers, artists, or high-level professionals. 

-dono: A polite, formal honorific used to show respect. Uncommon in modern Japanese. 


General Notes 

Armor: The guards, or bogu, worn in kendo all have their own names: The men is the helmet and 

face mask, the do is the breastplate, fare refers to the hanging plates worn like a belt, and the kote are 

the gauntlets that protect the hands. 

Senpo, Jiho, Chuken, Fukusho, Taisho: These are the five ranks that make up a kendo team 

and determine the order in which the players appear. 

Ari: When a point has been scored, the judge will call out the area struck (men, kote, do, etc.) and then 
ari,” signifying that a point has been scored in the area named. 

Shobu ari: The judge calls “shobu an” when the match is over and one combatant has won. 

Scoreboard: The letters indicate on which part of the armor the point was scored. The circled 

letter denotes the first point scored. “F” stands for “foul,” and an “X” across the center line means 

the bout was a draw. 

For more information on the formal rules and workings of kendo, see Volume 2 pages 152-154! 


Page 20 

Hell-Kill Death’s Bell: The name written on this sign is lifted from Bamboo Blade writer Masahiro 
Totsuka’s prior comedy/fantasy manga series, Material Puzzle. In the series, “Hell-Kill Death’s Bell” 
is a forbidden “song” spell that causes those who hear it to commit suicide. 





OMAKE MANGA THEATER O 


© MIVAZAKI-SAN AND THE 6) 
AMAZ/INGOO 


AND SHE 


ABSOLUTELY 
INCREDIBLE 
ut 


NOT ONLY 
DESTROYING SENDING THE 
THOSE HEAVY- « PURSE SNATCHER 
DUTY BOWLS es FLYING — WHICH 
AND THAT i WOULD BE HARD 
MASSIVE METAL f ‘ ENOUGH— BUT 
SIGN WITHOUT 'S/|/ BA THE RAMEN 


A SINGLE f BOWLS AND THE 
SCRATCH? a H 





OMAKE MANGA THEATER O 


TAMA-CHAN AND THE FASHION (6) 
MAGAZINE 


WHAT'S UP, 
TAMA-CHAN? 
WANT THE 


? 
MAGAZINE? TOGETHER! 


WAL 
WAL ne? 


we 


HAS SHE 
FINALLY 
FALLEN IN 
LOVE!I? 








OMAKE MANGA THEATER © 


© SAYAKO-SAN AND THE DES/RE (6) 
70 PLAY GUITAR 


KNOW ANY HOWEVER, WHAT 
SHORTCUTS TO MY FINGERS > DO YOU 


HMM, T 
ROUGHENING ARE TOO GUESS A WANT TO BE 


UP FINGER- ! GUITARIST! WHEN You 
TIPS? ROAD THAT'S » GROW UP, 


CONSTRUCTION Y INTO NOW. 


























BUT WAIT A 
an e COKNA DO 
AND 
HOW DO INORDER TO ZonarRulc. CONSTRUCTION 
YOU GAIN MAKE A GOOD _ TION, YOu SCENE WORK, 
KNOWLEDGE FOUNDATION, NEED A I'D NEED SOME 
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“BAMBOO BLADE": A LITTLE EP ARAUION | 
AUTHOR: MASAHIRO TOTSUKA 


OJIN THE BEGINNING 
“WE'RE STARTING A MAGAZINE CALLED YOUNG GANGAN, SO DRAW SOMETHING — 
ANYTHING!” WELL, I'D ALWAYS WANTED TO DO A MANGA ABOUT A GIRLS’ KENDO 
TEAM, SO THIS WAS MY CHANCE. 
HOWEVER, I WAS WORKING ON ANOTHER SERIES, I DIDN'T HAVE TIME, AND THE 
BOGU WOULD BE ANNOYING TO DRAW, SO I DECIDED TO HAVE ANOTHER ARTIST 
COME IN TO HANDLE THE HARD WORK. SCHOOL COMEDY IS THE EASIEST GENRE 
FOR ME TO WRITE, SO, AS I'M SURE YOU CAN TELL WHILE READING, I HAVE A 
LOT OF FUN WRITING BAMBOO BLADE. 
AS I'M ALSO DRAWING A SERIES WITH RECURRING SCENES OF DEATH AND 
BLOODSHED CALLED MATERIAL PUZZLE THAT APPEARS IN MONTHLY SHONEN 
GANGAN, |T HELPS BALANCE MY PERSONAL EMOTIONS TO HAVE THIS LIGHT- 
HEARTED, HAPPY-GO-LUCKY TEEN COMEDY GOING ON AT THE SAME TIME. 
I’M THE KIND OF PERSON THAT CAN DRAW OLIT A SERIES TO TWENTY OR THIRTY 
VOLUMES, SO I'M HOPING TO MAKE THIS ONE CLEAN AND SHORT. I'VE HAD THE 
FINALE PLANNED OUT FROM THE START. 


© FOUNDATION 
ONCE I FOUND OUT THAT IGARASHI-SENSEI WOULD BE HANDLING THE ART, I 
MADE A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO HELP THE STORY FIT IN WITH THE ART STYLE. 
FIRST, I CREATED THE CHARACTERS THAT WOULD DRIVE THE STORY. KOJIRO, 
TAMAKI, AND KIRINO HAD BEEN DESIGNED FROM THE START, BUT YUJI AND DAN 
WERE ONLY WRITTEN IN WHEN I DISCOVERED THAT I NEEDED THEM—IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN HARD TO GET BY WITH JUST GIRLS. 


O MACHIDO HIGH 
I JUST DIDN'T HAVE TIME FOR EVERYTHING, SO I LEFT THE DESIGN OF THE 
TEAM UP TO IGARASHI-SENSE! BEFORE I EVEN HAD PERSONALITIES PICKED OLIT 
FOR THEM. 
THE CHARACTERS CAME AFTER THE ART. 
I MADE THEM EXAGGERATED BECAUSE I HAD THEM SLATED AS ONE TIME-ONLY 
GAGS RATHER THAN REPEAT CHARACTERS. 
BUT WHEN THE VOICE ACTORS FOR THE MACHIDO HIGH CHARACTERS IN THE 
ANIME COMPLAINED ABOUT NOT HAVING ENOUGH WORK TO DO, I REGRETTED 
NOT USING THEM MORE. 
I'M SORRY. KURATA-SAN CANIME SCRIPTWRITER HIDEYUKI KURATA) WROTE A 
SPECIAL ANIME-ONLY ORIGINAL STORY JUST FOR THEM. 


O TAMAKI'S PART-TIME JOB 
THIS WAS A STORY I ALWAYS WANTED TO DO. ONE'S FIRST SUMMER JOB IS 
ALWAYS A NERVE-WRACKING EXPERIENCE. YOU WORK AND SWEAT AND MAKE 
MONEY—THE FIRST STEP INTO THE ADULT WORLD. 
SOCIALLY INEPT TAMAKI HAS TO OVERCOME HER OWN FAILURES TO HELP 
THE STORE AND HELP THE CUSTOMERS...AT A KNICKKNACK SHOP, FOR SOME 
REASON. 
AT FIRST, I HAD HER SLATED FOR A BREAD-BAKING FACTORY. IMAGINE ENDLESS 
ROWS OF BUNS PACKED WITH SWEET BEAN PASTE, BEING POKED IN THE MIDDLE 
BY TAMAKI. MY EDITOR PUT THE KIBOSH ON THAT ONE PRETTY QUICK. 


I'LL HAVE MORE DETAILS ABOUT LATER STORY ARCS ANOTHER TIME. 
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O ABOUT THE ANIME 
TYALWAYS FIND IT HARD TO DEPICT THE FLOW OF 
TIME IN THIS PAPER MEDIUM WE CALL “MANGA.” 
(NHERE DO YOU CUT OFF A LINE OF SPEECH? WHERE DO 
YOU CREATE A BEAT IN THE SCENE? SOMETIMES YOU 
INSERT AN EXPRESSION-ONLY PALISE PANEL. SOMETIMES 
YOU DIRECT THE SCENE WITH THE LINE OF SIGHT OR NAR- 
ROW IT DOWN WITH BACKGROUND SCENERY. SOMETIMES 
YOU THRUST IN A FLURRY OF HIGH-TEMPO CUTS AFTER 
A LONG, DELIBERATE STRETCH. SOMETIMES YOU EXPERI- 
MENT WITH CHANGES IN PANEL SIZE AND ANGLE. 
I'M JEALOUS OF ANIME BECAUSE IT HAS ITS OWN TIME 
PROGESSION, COLOR, AND MUSIC. HOWEVER, THESE EX- 
TRA ELEMENTS ALSO MEAN A LOT MORE WORK. 
THANKS TO ITS VARIED USES OF DIRECTION AND EDITING, 
THE 8B ANIME HAS A DIFFERENT “FLOW OF TIME” FROM 
WHAT I IMAGINED, BUT ITS MANY TOUCHES THAT COULD 
ONLY BE ACHIEVED IN AN ANIMATED PROGRAM MAKE IT A 
FASCINATING THING ALL ITS OWN. 
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VOLUME'S 
BACKSTAGE 
ISA 
SHOCKING 
EXPOSE 
ON THE 
AUTHOR'S 
DRAFTS. 


THE REAL TRICK |} 
IS KNOWING — f; 
WHICH PANELS 
NOT TO DRAW 
AS THEY'RE 
SHOWN. 
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DISCOVER THE TRUTH 
IN VOLUME 8/ 
NEW CHARACTERS AS WELL!! 


GET READY FORITIL! 
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